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Emerging Technology for Management and Diagnosis of 
Indeterminate Biliary Strictures
Todd Baron, MD
Director of Advanced Endoscopy / Professor of Medicine / 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Evaluation and Technical Strategies for Endoscopic Ablation 
Therapies of Unresectable Malignant Biliary Obstruction
David E. Loren, MD
Associate Director, Gastrointestinal Endoscopy / Associate Professor of 
Medicine / Thomas Jefferson University Hospitals, Philadelphia, PA

Methodist Health System faculty

Richard Dickerman, MD
General and Vascular Surgery / Methodist Medical Group / Surgical 
Director, Kidney and Pancreas Transplant / The Liver Institute at 
Methodist Dallas Medical Center, Dallas, TX

Prashant Kedia, MD
Gastroenterology/ Digestive Health Associates of Texas / 
Medical Director, Interventional Endoscopy Center, Methodist 
Digestive Institute, Dallas, TX

Atisha Manhas, MD, FACP
Medical Oncology / Texas Oncology, Dallas, TX

Parvez Mantry, MD, AGAF, FAASLD
Hepatology / Methodist Medical Group / Medical Director, Liver 
Institute Research and Hepatobiliary Tumor Program / The Liver 
Institute at Methodist Dallas Medical Center, Dallas, TX

Vichin Puri, MD, FACS
Hepatobiliary-Transplant Surgery / Methodist Medical Group / 
The Liver Institute at Methodist Dallas Medical Center, Dallas, TX

Inna Shmerlin, MD
Medical Oncology / Texas Oncology, Dallas, TX

Justin Wray, MD, PhD
Radiation Oncology / Texas Oncology, Dallas, TX

Course co-directors

Paul Tarnasky, MD, FACG
Gastroenterology/ Digestive Health Associates of Texas / 
Medical Director, Methodist Digestive Institute, Dallas, TX

Vasu Moparty, MD
Medical Oncology / Texas Oncology / Medical Director, 
Methodist Dallas Pancreas Program / Medical Director, Methodist 
Dallas Oncology Service Line / Medical Director, Methodist 
Health System – Texas Oncology locations

Alejandro Mejia, MD, FACS 
Hepatobiliary-Transplant Surgery / Methodist Medical Group / 
Executive Medical Director, Methodist Organ Transplantation Program 
at Methodist Dallas Medical Center, Dallas, TX

Course description
The third annual Methodist Digestive Institute Symposium 
brings together nationally recognized experts from a variety 
of disciplines to share the most up-to-date information about 
hepatobiliary disease and treatment. Our faculty has been 
handpicked for their specific expertise in hepatobiliary disease 
from the perspective of the various disciplines, including 
medical oncology, gastroenterology, and surgery.

Symposium features
n Didactic topics presented from three 

clinical perspectives
n Relevant case presentations
n Panel discussions
n Ample time for questions and discussion 

throughout the program with colleagues and faculty

Educational Objectives
1. Implement updates in surgical approaches to resection, 

transplantation, and palliative surgery in practice.
2. Apply knowledge of etiology and pathology of 

gallbladder neoplasia to disease management.
3. Evaluate use of endoscopic ablation therapies for 

unresectable malignant biliary obstruction.
4. Employ emerging technologies to diagnose and 

manage indeterminate biliary strictures.
5. Relate treatment options for metastatic 

neuroendocrine tumors.
6. Incorporate the best available chemotherapy and/

or radiation treatment for cholangiocarcinoma or gall 

bladder cancer.

FACULTY

Guest presenters

Management of Metastatic Neuroendocrine Tumors
Alexandria Phan, MD
Medical Director of GI Oncology / Gastroenterological 
Malignancies Institute Leader / Cancer Center of America, 
Newnan, GA

Systemic Therapy for Advanced Cholangiocarcinoma 
Keith Stuart, MD
Chairman of Hematology and Oncology / Lahey Hospital & 
Medical Center / Professor of Medicine / Tufts University School 
of Medicine, Boston, MA

Unlocking Secrets to Gallbladder Neoplasia Etiology & Pathology
Juan M. Sarmiento, MD, FACS
Director, Hepatopancreatic Biliary Surgery / Associate Professor, 
Division of General and GI Surgery / Emory University, Atlanta, GA

Transplant Protocol for Cholangiocarcinoma
Timucin Taner, MD, PhD
Consultant, Division of Transplantation Surgery, Department 
of Surgery / Assistant Professor of Surgery / Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, MN



SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM AGENDA

Saturday, November 3, 2018

7 a.m.	 Registration & Breakfast 

8 a.m.	 Opening Remarks

Oncology Program

Moderator: Vasu Moparty, MD

8:15 a.m.	 Management of Metastatic  

 Neuroendocrine Tumors		   

Alexandria Phan, MD	     

8:45 a.m.	 Systemic Therapy for Advanced 

Cholangiocarcinoma 

Keith Stuart, MD

9:15 a.m.	 Case Presentation – Panel Discussion	     

10:00 a.m.	Break

Surgery Program

Moderator:	Alejandro Mejia, MD, FACS

10:20 a.m.	 Unlocking the Secrets to Gallbladder 

Neoplasia Etiology and Pathology 		

Juan M. Sarmiento, MD, FACS

10:50 a.m.	 Transplant Protocol for Cholangiocarcinoma	

Timucin Taner, MD, PhD
11:20 a.m.	 Case Presentation – Panel Discussion

Noon – 1 p.m.	 Lunch

Endoscopy Program

Moderator:	Paul Tarnasky, MD, FACG  

1 p.m.	 Evaluation and Technical Strategies 

for Endoscopic Ablation Therapies of 

Unresectable Malignant Biliary Obstruction	

David E. Loren, MD
1:30 p.m.	 Emerging Technology for Management and 

Diagnosis of Indeterminate Biliary Strictures  

Todd Baron, MD

2   p.m.	 Case Presentation – Panel Discussion 

3 p.m.	 Adjourn	  

Symposium venue
Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention Center
1501 Gaylord Trail, Grapevine, TX 76051

The Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention Center is located 
about 15 minutes from the Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport and it is about a 35-minute drive from Dallas Love Field.

A convenient structure provides ample parking at the resort for 
only $15 per day.

For driving directions to the symposium, use the address above 
in your navigations system.

Gaylord Texan hotel accommodations
Methodist Digestive Institute has arranged for a block of rooms at the 
Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention Center at the special conference 
rate of $189 USD per night for a traditional guest room, plus a $20 per-
day resort fee.

The room block and special rates are available until October 1, 2018, at 
which time the conference rate can no longer be guaranteed. There 
are instances in which the room block sells out prior to the cutoff date, 
so please register for the conference and make your hotel reservations 
early. To make hotel reservations, call 877-491-5138 and mention the 
“Methodist Digestive Institute Symposium,” or make your reservations 
online at https://book.passkey.com/go/MethodistDigestive.

If you need assistance with travel or hotel accommodations, please call 
the Methodist Digestive Institute office at 214-933-6601.

Gaylord Texan guests have access to the 4,000-square-foot fitness 
center, steam rooms, saunas, and spa. The beautiful resort also 
has an indoor lap pool, a seasonal outdoor splash pool with a spa 
tub and waterfalls, and a game room. Guests also have access to 
Cowboys Golf Club, which is a highly-rated, NFL themed, 18-hole 
course with a clubhouse with sports bar and pro shop.

In addition to the resort facilities, the Gaylord Texan provides shuttle 
service to the highly rated Cowboys Golf Club, an NFL-themed, 
18-hole course with a clubhouse, sports bar, and pro shop, and to 
Silver Lake Marina, where guests can enjoy water skiing, pontoon 
boats, fishing, and other water activities. Surcharges apply.

The city of Grapevine offers myriad family-friendly activities 
and attractions including Grapevine Vintage Railroad, Legoland® 
Discovery Center, Sea Life Grapevine Aquarium, Palace Theatre, 
Nash Farm, and winery tours.

In addition to the attractions in Grapevine, the symposium 
is conveniently accessible to Dallas and all the cultural, 
entertainment, shopping, family fun, and outdoor activities Big 
D has to offer.

Registration fees and cancellation policy
This event is designed for practicing physicians and physician 
extenders. The fee for all participants for the day long symposium 
is $75 per person, which includes the scientific meeting, continental 
breakfast, lunch, snacks, and all meeting materials.

Methodist Digestive Institute reserves the right to limit the 
number of registrants. Any registration received after the 
symposium is full may be placed on a waiting list. Participants 
will receive a confirmation email when their registration has 
been confirmed. If the event is full, the registration fee will be 
refunded in full.

Methodist Digestive Institute reserves the right to cancel or 
reschedule programs due to circumstances beyond its control 
or close registration when the program is oversubscribed. 
Registrants are advised against purchasing nonrefundable 
airline tickets. Methodist Dallas Medical Center is not responsible 
for penalties incurred as a result of canceled transportation or 
lodging. Should your plans change, the courtesy of canceling 
your registration is appreciated. For further information, please 
call Methodist Digestive Institute at 214-933-6601 or email 
digestivehealth@mhd.com.

We encourage participation by all individuals. If you have a 
disability, advance notification of any special needs will help 
us better serve you. We will also do our best to accommodate 
dietary restrictions if notified at the time of registration.
 
Accreditation statement
ACCREDITATION
AMA PRA Category 1 CreditTM

Methodist Health System is accredited by the Texas Medical Association 
to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Credit Designation Statement
Methodist Health System designates this live activity for a maximum of 
5.50 credits AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™.

Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity.

Acknowledgment of commercial support
Commercial support for this course is pending and will be disclosed at 
the symposium.

REGISTRATION
ONLINE registration: MethodistHealthSystem.org/mdi-symposium

MAIL form with payment to: Methodist Digestive Institute
1441 N. Beckley Ave., Dallas, TX 75203
Attn: Hepatobiliary Symposium Registration

For additional course or registration information call 214-933-6601.

Registration Form
Please print clearly and provide all information.

_________________________________________________
Last Name 

_________________________________________________
First Name

_________________________________________________
Professional Title

_________________________________________________
Specialty				   NPI No.

_________________________________________________
Hospital Affiliation

_________________________________________________
Address

_________________________________________________
City			    State	     Zip

_________________________________________________
Fax

_________________________________________________
Phone

_________________________________________________
Email
A list of all participants’ names, specialties, cities and states of 
origin will be provided to sponsors. No additional information 
will be shared.

How Did You Learn About This Continuing 
Education Activity?
Check all the apply
o Brochure/Other Printed Materials 	o Methodist Dallas Website 
o Email  			   o Colleague
o Internet Search (Specify site where information was located.)

     _______________________________________________
o Other

     _______________________________________________

Confirmation
Upon receipt of your registration, you will receive a 
confirmation email from the symposium.  If you do not 
receive an official confirmation email within two business 
days, please call 214-933-6601 to confirm your registration.


